TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
WEDNESDAY 18TH DECEMBER 2013

Thursday 12th December 2013

Dear Councillors
You are summonsed to attend a meeting of the Town Council at 19:30 on Wednesday 18th
December 2013 to be held in the Council Chamber at the Town Hall.
Yours sincerely

Mr Alan Mellor
Town Clerk
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Newark Town Council
Town Hall, Market Place, Newark, Nottinghamshire, NG24 1DU
Tel: 01636 680 333 ~ Fax: 01636 680 350
Email: post@newark.gov.uk ~ Website: www.newark.gov.uk

Agenda Item No:

2

Committee Date: Wednesday 18th December 2013

Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on Wednesday 9th October 2013 in the Council
Chamber of the Town Hall.
Membership Present:

Town Mayor

Cllr B Richardson (in the Chair)

Councillors

P Baggaley
T Bickley JP
Mrs I Brown
K Clayton
M G Cope (A)
Mrs R Crowe
R A Crowe
Mrs G Dawn
Miss R Dawn
L Goff
D Jones
D Lloyd
D R Payne
T Roberts MBE
Mrs M Tribe
S Wallace
C Wetton (Ap)

Apologies received from:

Councillor

C Wetton

Town Council Staff:

Town Clerk

Alan Mellor

Mayor’s Secretary/PA
to the Town Clerk

Helen Crossland – taking minutes

Public:

There were 21 members of the public present

Venue:

Council Chamber

Town Hall
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TC23/13/14

Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on Wednesday 14th August 2013
The Minutes of the last Town Council Meeting held on Wednesday 14th August 2013
were AGREED as a true and accurate record, and signed by the Chairman.

TC24/13/14

Declarations of Interest
Cllr D Payne declared a personal interest in the two Notices of Motion arising from his
position as Chairman of the Planning Committee at Newark & Sherwood District
Council and as an appointed Governor, by the District Council, on the Sherwood
Forest Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust and informed the meeting that he would not
take part in the debate on either of the Notices of Motion.
Cllr Mrs I Brown declared a personal interest in the first Notice of Motion, concerning
Newark Hospital.
It was AGREED to accept any other Declarations of Interest as they may arise during
the meeting.

TC25/13/14

Planning & Regeneration Committee, Wednesday 28th August 2013
The Chairman, Cllr L Goff, presented the Minutes of the Meeting of the Planning &
Regeneration Committee held on Wednesday 28th August 2013.

TC26/13/14

Planning & Regeneration Committee Minutes, Wednesday 25th September 2013
The Chairman, Cllr L Goff, presented the Minutes of the Meeting of the Planning &
Regeneration Committee held on Wednesday 25th September 2013.

TC27/13/14

Environment & Leisure Committee Minutes, Wednesday 18th September 2013
The Chairman, Cllr D Jones, presented the Minutes of the Meeting of the Environment
& Leisure Committee held on Wednesday 18th September 2013.

TC28/13/14

Youth Council Meeting, Wednesday 2nd October 2013
Cllr Mrs G Dawn presented the Minutes of the Youth Council Meeting, held on
Wednesday 2nd October 2013, marked ‘To Follow’ in the Agenda and said that the
Members of that Council were to be congratulated on their enthusiasm.
Cllr A Roberts provided some additional information about a recent accident on the
SUSTRANS cycle path which resulted in a man suffering a broken leg and ankle as
the fencing at the edge of the path had been removed. He was in the process of taking
up this particular incident with SUSTRANS.

TC29/13/14

Finance & Policy Committee Minutes, Wednesday 2nd October 2013
The Chairman, Cllr K Clayton, presented the Minutes of the Finance & Policy
Committee, held on Wednesday 2nd October 2013.

TC30/13/14

Standards Committee Report
Cllr Mrs G Dawn informed the meeting that the Independent Group had agreed all of
the recommendations contained in the report, including the amendment to the
recommendations as contained in the Addendum for tonight’s meeting.
Cllr D Payne asked who would be paying for this training; the Town Clerk responded
that he understood there would be no cost to the Town Council. The attendance of the
Monitoring Officer was at no cost and the input of the Independent Person was seen
as part of his duties and would be provided free of charge.
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Members therefore:

TC31/13/14

(i)

Formally NOTED and received the Decision Notice of the Standards
Committee Hearing Panel into the complaint made against Cllr L Goff.

(ii)

AGREED to accept the recommendation of the Standards Committee to
provide training for Cllr L Goff, and for the Independent Person to take a
lead role in providing such training, with the Town Clerk, Monitoring Officer
and the Leader of the Independent Group, Cllr Mrs G Dawn be present in
the training session along with Cllr L Goff, as noted in the Addendum.

Town Mayor’s Announcements
The Town Mayor, Councillor Bryan Richardson, reminded Members of his forthcoming
Charity Race Night on Friday 8th November, to which all Councillors should have
received an invitation.
The Town Mayor also informed Members that 80 tickets for the Sunday Band Concert
on Sunday 20th October had been booked so far.

TC32/13/14

Town Council Leader’s Announcements
The Town Council Leader, Councillor Mrs Gill Dawn, had no announcements.

TC33/13/14

Town Clerk’s Announcements
The Town Clerk, Mr Alan Mellor, had no announcements.

TC34/13/14

Notices of Motion
Members considered the motions received by the Town Clerk in accordance with
Standing Order 6 (1):
1.

Newark Hospital

Councillor P Baggaley declared a personal interest in this Agenda Item.
Councillor K Clayton moved the motion;
“ Newark Hospital :
This Council notes the recent publicity concerning the letter sent to the Chief Executive
of Sherwood Forest Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust by the Newark Healthcare
Consultative Group. In response the Town Council resolves to:
(i) State its strong support of Newark Hospital and all the staff who work there to
provide high quality services to the communities in and around Newark,
(ii) Support the request made by the Newark Healthcare Consultative Group to the
Sherwood Forest Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust; to include within the
current strategic review of Newark Hospital the option of Newark Hospital
being transferred to Nottingham University Hospital Trust.
(iii) Calls upon Sherwood Forest Hospitals Foundation NHS Trust to respond
positively to this request.”

This was seconded by Cllr Mrs G Dawn, who said that the Newark Healthcare
Consultative Group had been an initiative of the Town Council and it had been set up
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with the Town Council’s full approval. She added that the original letter which had
unfortunately been leaked to the press was only a draft, if it had not been leaked it
would have enabled the Town Council to consider its content before it came into the
public domain.

Cllr P Baggaley then proposed an amendment to the notice of motion by adding the
words;
“, another Trust, or a partnership with another trust, or another way of working”.
At the end of paragraph (ii) of the original motion.
This amendment was seconded by Cllr K Clayton.
Prior to the debate Cllr D Lloyd requested that each point of the motion be voted on
separately, the Town Mayor agreed to this request.
Cllr D Lloyd explained that he was fully supportive of Newark Hospital and the staff
who work there to provide good services to the local community and would be voting
for the first part of the motion, (i).
However he was aware that the SFHT had now produced a new Strategy for Newark
Hospital which sets out how it will improve in the future and set a clear definition of the
services provided at the Hospital. He therefore could not support the second and third
part of the motion, (ii) & (iii).
A vote was then taken on the amendment which was AGREED, the amendment then
became the substantive motion and was debated further.
Cllr A Roberts asked who would undertake and pay for any work to move Newark
Hospital to another NHS Trust. The Town Clerk said that he understood that any
change would have to be agreed by the SFHT and that they would have to undertake
such work and meet any costs.
Cllr S Wallace said that he fully supported Newark hospital and the staff who worked
there but could not support parts (ii) and (iii) of the motion.
Cllr I Brown explained how difficult it was for people who didn’t have a car to get to
Kings Mill Hospital and the costs being borne in such circumstances to pay for Taxi
fares. The distance and difficulty in travelling to Kings Mill Hospital by public transport
made any cancellation or changes to appointments particularly demanding and
annoying.
Cllr P Baggaley then spoke in support of the amended motion explaining why, in his
view, the poor performance of the Sherwood Forest Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust
(SFHT) had resulted in sub-standard healthcare provision to the people of Newark and
that the inclusion of Newark Hospital in another Trust or other model of working would
improve the services provided. He concluded that Newark Hospital is an excellent and
popular hospital providing excellent services to the local community.
A vote was then taken on the amended substantive motion and was carried as follows:
Newark Hospital :
This Council notes the recent publicity concerning the letter sent to the Chief Executive
of Sherwood Forest Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust by the Newark Healthcare
Consultative Group. In response the Town Council resolves to:
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(i) The Council AGREED to state its strong support of Newark Hospital and all the
staff who work there to provide high quality services to the communities in and
around Newark
(ii) Members AGREED to support the request made by the Newark Healthcare
Consultative Group to the Sherwood Forest Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust;
to include within the current strategic review of Newark Hospital the option of
Newark Hospital being transferred to Nottingham University Hospital Trust,
another Trust, or a partnership with another trust, or another way of working.
(iii) Members AGREED to ask Sherwood Forest Hospitals Foundation NHS Trust
to respond positively to this request.

2. Robin Hood Hotel
Cllrs D Jones, T Roberts and T Bickley JP stated that they would not be voting on this
motion as they sit on the Planning Committee of the District Council.
Cllr Mrs G Dawn proposed the motion:
“Robin Hood Hotel
Given the appalling sate of the Robin Hood Hotel which, despite having
planning permission for its partial demolition, remains an eyesore on a major
gateway to the town centre and is blight on the new shopping development
which it situated next. This Council resolves to:

(i)

Call upon the owners of the Robin Hood Hotel to implement the
approved scheme for redeveloping the site immediately,

(ii) Call upon Newark & Sherwood District Council to take all possible
enforcement action on the owners of the property to redevelop the
site. “
This was seconded by Cllr K Clayton.
Cllr Mrs G Dawn then moved an amendment to the original motion by adding the
following words;
“ Ask the Town Council to submit a report to the next meeting of the Town Council on
the costs and arrangements of conducting a Parish Poll to ascertain the public’s view
on whether or not the Robin Hood Hotel should now be demolished”
This amendment was seconded by Cllr K Clayton.
Cllr D Lloyd proposed an alternative amendment to the original motion; this was:
(i) Call upon the owners of the Robin Hood Hotel, Newark & Sherwood District
Council and English Heritage, to do all they can to expedite and bring forward
plans to redevelop the site.
This was seconded by Cllr S Wallace.
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Following a short debate Cllr Mrs G Dawn declined to accept this alternative and
therefore her amendment was debated first
Following s short debate the amendment was the voted on, and was NOT AGREED.
Cllr D Lloyd then moved a further amendment which was to delete words as follows;
(i)

Call upon the owners of the Robin Hood Hotel to implement the
approved scheme for redeveloping the site immediately,

(ii) Call upon Newark & Sherwood District Council to take all possible
enforcement action on the owners of the property to redevelop the
site. “
And replace them as follows;
“Call upon the owners of the Robin Hood Hotel, Newark & Sherwood District Council
and English Heritage, to do all they can to expedite and bring forward plans to
redevelop the site.”
Following a debate this amendment was voted and AGREED.
A vote was then taken on the amended substantive motion and was AGREED as
follows:
“Robin Hood Hotel
Given the appalling sate of the Robin Hood Hotel which, despite having
planning permission for its partial demolition, remains an eyesore on a major
gateway to the town centre and is blight on the new shopping development
which it situated next. This Council resolves to:
Call upon the owners of the Robin Hood Hotel, Newark & Sherwood District Council
and English Heritage, to do all they can to expedite and bring forward plans to
redevelop the site.”

Meeting Closed:

8.45pm

Next Meeting:

18th December 2013
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Newark Town Council
Town Hall, Market Place, Newark, Nottinghamshire, NG24 1DU
Tel: 01636 680 333 ~ Fax: 01636 680 350
Email: post@newark.gov.uk ~ Website: www.newark.gov.uk

Agenda Item No:

4a

Committee Date: Wednesday 18th December 2013
PLANNING & REGENERATION COMMITTEE MINUTES

Minutes of the Planning & Regeneration Committee held on Wednesday, 30th October 2013 in the
Council Chamber, Town Hall.
Membership Present:

Councillor

L Goff (Chairman)

Councillor

P Baggaley (A)
Mrs I Brown (Vice Chairman)
K Clayton (Ap)
R Crowe (Ap)
Miss R Dawn (A)
D Lloyd
B Richardson (Ap)
T Roberts MBE
S Wallace
C Wetton (Ap)

In Attendance

Deputy Town
Clerk

Apologies

Cllrs K Clayton, R Crowe B Richardson & C Wetton

Taking Minutes:

PA to the
Town Clerk

Public:

There was one member of the public present.

Venue:

Council Chamber, Town Hall

James Radley

Mrs H Crossland

PR34/13/14 Minutes
The Minutes of the last meeting held on Wednesday 25th September 2013 were
AGREED and signed as a true and correct record.

PR35/13/14 Matters Arising
There were no matters arising.
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PR36/13/14 Declarations of Interest
It was AGREED to accept Members declarations as and when they arose during
the meeting.
PR37/13/14 Outstanding Planning Applications
13/01118/FUL

7 Eton Avenue, Newark
Householder application for erection of a single storey side
extension.
No Objection was raised to this application.

13/01286/FUL

11 Fairway, Newark
Householder application for retrospective erection of a
conservatory.
No Objection was raised to this application.

13/01338/FULM

Vodafone Ltd, Brunel drive, Newark
Change of use of Office to Retail Unit.
It was decided to Object to the application for the following
reasons:

13/01367/ADV
&
13/01441/LBC

The application is for a change of use to allow the public to use
a retail outlet located on the premises within Brunel Drive
Industrial Park. It is considered that the extension of a retail
outlet onto this site is not appropriate and could create a
precedent for future applications of a similar type. The Town
Council believes that it is not in accordance with Planning Policy
DM11 – Retail & Town Centre Uses and also Core Policy 8
Retail Hierarchy.
Pizza Express, The Wharf, Newark
2 internally illuminated fascia signs, 1 externally illuminated
projecting sign, 1 internally illuminated menu box sign and 1 non
illuminated awning detail.
Objection was raised to the internally illuminated menu box
sign, but not to the other aspects of this application.

13/01369/FUL

1 Farmers Walk, Newark
Householder application for two storey extension to side.
No Objection was raised to this application.

13/01375/FUL
&
13/01376/LBC

Weston Mill Pottery, Navigation Yard, Mill Gate, Newark
Infilling of 2 no. boundary wall openings with associated works
including the removal of modern external timber stair.
Cllr T Roberts MBE declared a personal interest in this
application.
No Objection was raised to this application.

13/01398/FUL

Agricultural land south of Hawton, Newark
Retention of an operational 70m anemometry mast for the
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purpose of measuring wind speed and direction at heights of
approximately 40m, 50m, 60m and 70m above ground level for a
period of 12 months.
Objection was raised to this application on the grounds that it
has been there for 12 months, and the investigatory work should
have been completed by now.
13/01401/FUL

Jet Station, 23-25 London Road, Newark
Refurbishment and redevelopment of the existing petrol filling
station to include demolition of existing structures and creation
of a new 6 pump (12 filling position) Petrol Station with
associated convenience kiosk.
No Objection was raised to this application.

13/01410/LBC

76 Victoria Street, Newark
Take down internal first floor wall and rebuild in lightweight
construction to reduce load.
No Objection was raised to this application.

13/01423/LBC

Weston Mill Pottery, Navigation Yard, Mill Gate, Newark
Overwriting of existing painted banner.
No Objection was raised to this application.

13/01448/LBC

Newark Area Internal Drainage Board, 31 Castle Gate,
Newark
Repair cracking to front wall of stable block, repair cracking to
rear upper wall of stable block, repair cracking to office/store
partition wall on 1st floor.
No Objection was raised to this application.

13/01451/FUL

Units 5-7 Farrar Close, Newark
Rebuilding of fire damaged units.
No Objection was raised to this application.

13/01453/ADV
&
13/01454/LBC

Old Kings Arms, 19 Kirk Gate, Newark
1 No. externally illuminated hanging sign, 1 no. externally
illuminated signwriting direct to building, 2 no. lanterns, 4 no non
illuminated amenities. Remove existing signs and lanterns and
install new.
No Objection was raised to this application.

13/01460/FUL

Barclays Bank Plc, 41 Market Place, Newark
Proposed change of use of ground floor from Class A2 Financial
and Professional Services to Class A3 Restaurant.
No Objection was raised to this application.

13/01486/FUL

54/56 Charles Street, Newark
Householder application to erect an open fronted outbuilding
above an existing brick wall.
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No Objection was raised to this application.
13/01488/ADV

Ilkeston Co-Op Travel, 11A Stodman Street, Newark
2 no. sets of individual acrylic letters to rendered fascia, both
non-illuminated, 1 no. externally illuminated projection sign
(existing) – (Resubmission of Planning Application
13/01099/ADV).
No Objection was raised to this application, as long as it
conforms to the District Council policy.

13/01490/FUL

6 Woodlands Close, Newark
Householder application for rear dormer for en-suite, pitched
roof and cladding as front dormers.
No Objection was raised to this application.

13/01495/FUL

82 Mill Gate, Newark
Garden works including the construction of brick wall, bike shed
and bin store, gravelled area, turfed area, ramp, extension of
path, removal of hedges/vegetation and repointing steps.
No Objection was raised to this application.

PR38/13/14 Notice of NSDC Planning Decisions
The Committee NOTED the District Council Planning Decisions received since the
last meeting.
PR39/13/14 Miscellaneous Applications
a.

Notices of Appeals and Decisions
2 Fairway, Newark – Proposed new dwelling and garage.
Members NOTED that an appeal had been made to the
Secretary of State regarding the above application.

b.

Street Naming Requests
Land used for storage and work premises (Rose & Co),
Parker Street, Newark
A suggestion was put forward that a name to be considered
could be:
MARSHALL CLOSE (LANE, STREET ETC)
in relation to a Newark VC recipient from World War 1.

c.

Nottinghamshire County Council
Proposed Resident Parking Scheme – William Street,
Newark
This Scheme was fully supported by this Committee.
An additional point was made that the Committee felt that there
should be full agreement between Newark & Sherwood District
Council, Newark & Sherwood Homes and the County Council on
the three small areas of land that have yet to be included in the
scheme.
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Proposed Resident Parking Scheme – Lime Grove and
Jubilee Street, Newark
This Scheme was fully supported by this Committee.
Mount C of E Primary School, Kings Road, Newark
Single storey extension to former Nursery Unit.
No Objection was raised to this application.
British Sugar Plc, Newark Sugar Factory, Great North Road,
Newark
Proposed change of use of sugar beet storage areas (flat pads),
to allow conditioning of topsoil on a seasonal basis prior to
screening and sale.
Members NOTED that this application was formally GRANTED
on 14 October 2013.
Castle Gate, Newark (Permit Holders Only Parking Places)
Members NOTED the report.
Bowbridge Primary & Nursery School proposed advisory
20mph speed limits.
The Committee felt that it was a pity that none of the other local
schools have this limit; it was pointed out that the limit is not
enforceable, just advisory.
Members agreed that anything that helps to get children to and
from school safely was a good idea.
d.

South Kesteven District Council
5 Wind Turbines, Hough on the Hill, Grantham
The report was NOTED.
No comments were made.

e.

Licensing Applications
Variation to a Premise Licence for McDonald’s Restaurant,
Lincoln Road, Newark
No Objection was raised to this application.
Variation to a Premise Licence for RHP Sports & Social
Club, Elm Avenue, Newark
No Objection was raised to this application.

PR40/13/14 Urgent Decisions Taken Under the Scheme of Delegation.
Members NOTED the decisions taken under the Scheme of Delegation regarding
the following:
New Premise Licence for Deli@Pepperdew, Unit 20, The Buttermarket, Newark
and
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Café Amore, 22-24 Kirk Gate, Newark
in that there were no representations from Newark Town Council in relation to
these applications.
PR41/13/14 Public Consultation on the Gypsy and Traveller Development Plan Document
(DPD)
Question 1
Do you agree with the Methodologies set out in Appendix 1 and if not how
would you change them?
This Committee does not agree; in the first instance, the ‘Newark Urban Area’
requires definition.
Question 2
Do you agree with the proposed approach to information gathering and if not
what changes or other method would you suggest?
The proposed approach to information gathering is explained, but not how that data
would be tested.
Why not include the residents of Newark, who are the rest of the community, as
well as the Gypsy and Travellers?
Question 3
Do you agree with the above definitions and if not how would you change
them?
There is no issue with the definitions, as long as the Planning Laws are enforced
(i.e. do not allow any more unauthorised sites to be added to Tolney Lane).
Question 4
Do you think that future pitch provision should be made in locations across
the district, outside of the Green Belt, that satisfies the above criteria or
continue to be made in and around Newark Urban Area and Ollerton &
Boughton.
Yes; but in the wider part of Nottinghamshire, not just concentrated in Newark &
Sherwood.

Question 5
Do you agree that Tolney Lane is an unsuitable location for the future
allocation of pitches?
It is a suitable location, but there should not to be an extension to it.
The site could be better utilised if continuing development of the washland ceased.
Improvements to the infrastructure of the area could be considered to better
support what is already there.
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Question 6
Do you know of any suitable and available sites that meet the above criteria?
If so, please let us know by either writing in with a plan showing the location
or contact us so that we can talk through the details of the site.
Members were unaware of any new sites that met the criteria.
Question 7
Do you represent or know of a community or group who would be interested
in engaging in the on-going consultation process?
Newark Town Council Planning Committee.

PR42/13/14 Public Consultation on the Draft Development Contributions and Planning
Obligations Supplementary Planning Document (SPD)

Meeting Closed:

•

Need to be careful that we do not price Newark out of the market.

•

There is a concern that the imposition of Section 106 Agreements could
result in a disincentive to future developments by imposing additional
financial obligations over and above the CIL. Concern that these could
make Newark too dear for future developers who will be looking at
competing sites in other towns and locations.

•

Whilst the document identifies the range of infrastructure needs that can be
included within a S106 Agreement there appears to be no hierarchy or
ranking of these, whilst it is understood that each development will need to
be considered individually and each may have very different impacts and
consequently infrastructure needs, there does not appear to be any process
for agreeing what is needed and can be delivered apart from a negotiation
with individual developers. The Town Council feels that a more rigorous
assessment of priorities with service providers, including Parish Councils,
would be beneficial.

•

More pro-active involvement with Town Councils and Parish Councils.

•

A more pro-active role and engagement with Parish Councils is missing
from the document. Local Government is moving into a period where it is
likely that more and more services will be provided at the Parish Council
level and it is vital therefore that the provision of services and/or
investments are agreed with them in advance as they may well become the
organisation that takes on the future running and financial responsibility for
them. In this context, it is important that the financial contributions which
accompany every S106 Agreement, both one off capital and ongoing
revenue elements, are passed to Parish Councils if they are taking on the
future responsibility for the service.

8.30pm

Next Meeting:

Wednesday 27th November 2013
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Newark Town Council
Town Hall, Market Place, Newark, Nottinghamshire, NG24 1DU
Tel: 01636 680 333 ~ Fax: 01636 680 350
Email: post@newark.gov.uk ~ Website: www.newark.gov.uk

Agenda Item No:
2013

4b

Committee Date: Wednesday 18th December

ENVIRONMENT & LEISURE COMMITTEE MINUTES
Minutes of the Meeting of the Environment & Leisure Committee held on Wednesday, 6th November 2013
in the Council Chamber, Town Hall.
Membership:

Councillor

D Jones (in the Chair)

Councillors

Mrs I Brown
T Bickley JP
M G Cope
R A Crowe
Mrs R Crowe
Miss R Dawn (Ap)
L Goff
Mrs M Tribe (Ap)

In attendance:

Councillors

Mrs G Dawn, D Lloyd, D Payne,
B Richardson

Apologies:

Councillors

Miss R Dawn, Mrs M Tribe

Officers Present:

Town Clerk

Alan Mellor

Deputy Town Clerk

James Radley

There was one member of the public present
Venue:

Council Chamber, Town Hall

Taking Notes:

Helen Crossland – PA to the Town Clerk

Matters discussed
EL25/13/14

Minutes
The Minutes of the previous meeting held on Wednesday 18th September 2013
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were accepted as a true and accurate record and signed by the Chairman.
EL26/13/14

Matters Arising
There were no Matters Arising.

EL27/13/14

Declarations of Interest
It was AGREED that any Declarations of Interest be taken as they arise on the
Agenda.

EL28/13/14

Violin School Concert
Members AGREED to support the Violin School Concert in May 2014 and
granted free use of the Ballroom; the hire cost of £495.00 to be met from the
Violin School budget.
The Town Clerk was requested to show this item within the report dealing with
Grant Aid on the Finance & Policy Agenda for the next meeting of that
Committee, for Members information.

EL29/13/14

Museum Update
Members NOTED the Museum Update Report from the Curator.

Meeting Closed:

7.35pm

Next Meeting:

Wednesday 22nd January 2014
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Newark Town Council
Town Hall, Market Place, Newark, Nottinghamshire, NG24 1DU
Tel: 01636 680 333 ~ Fax: 01636 680 350
Email: post@newark.gov.uk ~ Website: www.newark.gov.uk

Agenda Item No:

4c

Committee Date: Wednesday 18th December 2013
PLANNING & REGENERATION COMMITTEE MINUTES

Minutes of the Planning & Regeneration Committee held on Wednesday, 27th November 2013 in the
Council Chamber, Town Hall.

Membership Present:

Councillor

L Goff (Chairman)

Councillor

P Baggaley (Ap)
Mrs I Brown (Vice Chairman)
K Clayton
R Crowe
Miss R Dawn (A)
D Lloyd (Ap)
B Richardson (Ap)
T Roberts MBE
S Wallace
C Wetton (A)

In Attendance

Town Clerk

Apologies

Cllrs P Baggaley, D Lloyd and B Richardson

Taking Minutes:

PA to the
Town Clerk

Public:

There was one member of the public present.

Venue:

Council Chamber, Town Hall

Alan Mellor

Mrs H Crossland

Prior to the commencement of the meeting Cllr S Wallace registered his concerns about the
level of non-attendance at this Committee for the last two meetings, the Chairman undertook to
raise his concern with the Leader of the Council.
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PR43/13/14 Minutes
The Minutes of the last meeting held on Wednesday 30th October 2013
were AGREED and signed as a true and correct record with the proviso
arising from PR44/13/14 below.
PR44/13/14 Matters Arising
PR37/13/14 – Outstanding Planning Applications
13/01486 – 54/56 Charles Street
The Town Clerk confirmed that there had been No Objection passed on
this application; there was some confusion at the last meeting as the plan
could not be found.
PR39/13/14 – Miscellaneous Applications
b. Street Naming Requests
The Chairman informed the meeting that there were in fact 2 soldiers
named ‘Marshall’ from the Newark area; the Marshall referred to at the
previous meeting was awarded the Victoria Cross in the India Campaign.
Discussion followed as to whether the initials VC should follow the name
i.e., MARSHALL VC CLOSE/LANE/STREET and it was AGREED that this
should be the recommendation.
It was also AGREED that the minute of the last meeting should be
amended to reflect the fact that the individual referred to was a VC recipient
from the India Campaign, not World War 1.
PR42/13/14 – Public Consultation on the Draft Development
Contributions and Planning Obligations Supplementary Planning
Document (SPD)
The Town Clerk asked if Members were happy that the comments recorded
were a fair and reasonable account of what was said at the last meeting
and this was AGREED.
PR45/13/14 Declarations of Interest
It was AGREED to accept Members declarations as and when they arose
during the meeting.
PR46/13/14 Outstanding Planning Applications
13/01414/FUL

Hillside Medical Supplies Ltd, 7 Glenholme Park,
Brunel Drive, Newark
Installation of fire escape window to first floor of industrial
building fronting Brunel Drive to provide means of escape
for first floor enclosed office with door access/exit direct
onto staircase.
No Objection was raised to this application.
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13/01449/FUL

10-20 & 22-44 Nicholsons Wharf, Mather Road,
Newark
Replacement of softwood windows and sliding/single
doors with powder coated aluminium.
No Objection was raised to this application.

13/01464/LBC

Newark Castle Station, Great North Road, Newark
Installation of ‘wi-fi’ access points (antennas) around the
station.
No Objection was raised to this application.

13/01489/FUL

Land adjacent to Filling Station, Bowbridge Road,
Newark
Erection of four start-up industrial units with associated
parking.
An Objection was raised to this application on the
grounds that there should be more/additional parking
made available at this site.

13/01513/ADV
&

Britannia
Newark

Building

Society,
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Stodman

Street,

13/01577/LBC

1 x non illuminated fascia sign, 1 x non illuminated
hanging sign.
Cllr Mrs I Brown and Cllr L Goff declared a personal
interest in these applications.
No Objection was raised to these applications.

13/01550/FUL

21 Brewers Wharf, Newark
Householder application for demolition of existing
conservatory and erection of oak framed orangery.
No Objection was raised to this application.

13/01569/FUL
&

Michael Foreman Pension Fund, 19 Bridge Street,
Newark

13/01666/LBC

Replacement shop front.
Cllr R A Crowe and Cllr K Clayton declared a personal
interest in these applications.
No Objection was raised to these application.

13/01626/FUL

Newark Town Council, Town Hall, Market Place,
Newark
Installation of a wi-fi service.
No Objection was raised to this application.
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13/01628/LBC

Rocco & Sons Ltd, 7-9 Bridge Street, Newark
Installation of 1 x Ruckus (colour coded to suit the brick
fascia) – 8800 Access Point unit will be wall mounted on
to the front (South West) face of 7 Bridge Street in line
with the existing street lighting unit (1) and associated
mains power connection unit as per site elevation. The
unit and mounting bracket will be colour coded to suit.
Power for the unit will be fed from the existing wall
mounted mains power connection unit.
No Objection was raised to this application.

13/01629/LBC

Newark Town Council, Town Hall, Market Place,
Newark
Installation of the following 4 elements installed within and
upon the building structure: BT Internet Fibre delivered to
the basement area via existing ducting, Link Cabling from
the basement to the roof space via existing risers, 1 x
5GHz radio communications base unit installed in the roof
space with onward cabling to -1 x 5GHz radio
communications dish (200 x 200 x 33mm) fitted alongside
existing radio communications equipment on the roof
area.
No Objection was raised to this application.

13/01682/ADV

Iceland Foodstore, London Road, Newark
Proposed internally illuminated gantry car park sign.
No Objection was raised to this application, provided it
is within the current Policy for illuminated signs.
It was also suggested that the sign should be on a timer
switch in the interest of energy consumption.

PR47/13/14 Notice of NSDC Planning Decisions
The Committee NOTED the District Council Planning Decisions received
since the last meeting.
PR48/13/14 Miscellaneous Applications
a.

Amended Plans
13/00918/FUL - The Wing Tavern Public House, 13
Bridge Street, Newark
Change of use (and extension) from redundant public
house to 6 residential units.
No Objection was raised to this application.

b.

South Kesteven District Council
S13/2699/FUL – 5 Wind Turbines, Hough on the Hill,
24

Grantham
Members considered and discussed the information
received.
The Chairman proposed that this Committee should not
support the objection document being produced by Hough
on the Hill Parish Council, on the grounds that the area in
question is too remote from the Newark Town Council
boundary
to
have
any
significant
detrimental
environmental impact. This was seconded by Cllr T
Roberts MBE.
Following a vote the above proposal was AGREED.
Meeting Closed:

7.55pm

Next Meeting:

Thursday 2nd January 2014
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Agenda Item No:
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Committee Date: Wednesday 18th December 2013

YOUTH COUNCIL MINUTES
Minutes of the Meeting of the Youth Council held on Wednesday, 4th December 2013, at 5pm in the
Council Chamber at the Town Hall.
Membership:

Robert Hughes

Apologies:

Officers Present:

The Newark Academy

Laura Fairfax (Ap)

The Newark Academy

Thomas Eason

The Newark Academy

Marie Hibbert

The Newark Academy

Andrzej Molenda

The Newark Academy

James Sargisson (A)

The Newark Academy

Eliot Reid

Magnus C of E School

Thomas Morrell

Magnus C of E School

Rebecca Keetley

In attendance:

Chairman

Vice Chairman

Magnus C of E School

Sharnon Smith

Magnus C of E School

Shanay Cotton

Magnus C of E School

Cllr Mrs G Dawn

Newark Town Councillor

Mrs L Millard

Newark Advertiser

Cllr T Roberts MBE

Newark Town Councillor

Laura Fairfax

The Newark Academy

Town Clerk

Alan Mellor

Venue:

Council Chamber, Town Hall

Taking Notes:

Helen Crossland – PA to the Town Clerk

Matters discussed
YC24/13/14

Minutes of the last meeting
RH opened the meeting and thanked everyone for attending.
TE pointed out that on page 6 of the Agenda, under YC14/13/14 the amendment
that was agreed at the last meeting was incorrect; the original minute was, in fact,
correct.
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Subject to the above amendment, the Minutes of the last meeting, held on
Wednesday 6th November 2013 were then agreed as a true and accurate record
of the proceedings.
YC25/13/14

Matters Arising
YC20/13/14 – Response from Nottinghamshire County Council – Yorke
Drive
The Chairman reported that he had written a letter back to the County Council as
agreed at the last meeting, and read it out to the group. It was agreed that the
letter should now be sent.
YC21/13/14 – Letter to SUSTRANS – Footpath Lighting
Still no response has been received from SUSTRANS; the Town Clerk suggested
that the Chairman write another letter to ask for a response. It could be
mentioned that this has been a subject of an article in the Newark Advertiser, and
a copy of that article could be attached for their information. The Chairman
agreed to write another letter and to send it to the Town Clerk in the first
instance.
YC23/13/14 – Any Other Business
It was reported that the email address had been set up:
newarktownyouthcouncil@outlook.com, TM spoke of the purpose of the email
account.
‘Frequency of Meetings’ has been omitted from this Agenda so it was agreed to
discuss it at this point in the meeting.
The Chairman said he felt that having a meeting every 4 weeks was not such a
good idea after all; TE agreed and said that the Youth Council would only be
required to meet every 4 weeks if there was something additional to talk about.
In such cases a special meeting could be called, the Town Clerk agreed to this.
It was agreed to return to the original schedule of meetings, so the next meeting
would be on Wednesday 12th February 2014, with the proviso to hold additional
meetings if required.
With regard to the litter along Lincoln Road, which was reported by ER at the last
meeting, Cllr Mrs GD reported that N&SDC and NCC had promised to liaise
about this in future. Cllr Mrs GD also said that if it became a problem again, to
inform her.
‘Fly Grazing’ – Cllr Mrs GD informed the group that this was moving on, but it
was very slow. There were reports from the group that an improvement had
been noticed already. It was noted by one of the members that the RSPCA was
once called to the welfare of a pony. The Town Clerk stated that new legislation
was set to come out soon.
MH asked TM to explain what the Newark and Sherwood Youth Assembly was;
TM went through what had been done so far. MH asked what TM wanted the
Youth Council to help them with – TM agreed to email members of the Youth
Council the details of N&S Youth Voice Assembly.
Following this ER mentioned Edward Fenwick, who is the MYP for Newark and
Sherwood; this was followed by a discussion about possible budget cuts in Youth
Services in the Nottinghamshire. The Chairman asked if it would be a good idea
to invite him to these meetings; the Town Clerk said that would be good as he
would represent young people in places where Newark Youth Council cannot
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reach just yet, RH agreed to invite him to the next meeting.
With regard to the above mentioned budget cuts, Cllr Mrs GD informed the Youth
Council that there was a period of consultation about the proposed cuts and that
the Youth Council could write and put across their points of view.
YC26/13/14

Salvation Army – Social Action Year
MH thought that this was a very good idea as the Youth Council was made up of
young people and they could help.
A question was asked about smaller charities and it was agreed to do some
research into this and bring some ideas to the next meeting. Members were
asked to bring in ideas of charities for the next meeting.
AM suggested that it would be nice to assist with finding more volunteers to help
the charities.
RK thought that the area should be extended to include Newark, not just
Balderton; the Chairman pointed out that the Salvation Army Headquarters is in
Balderton and that was why the focus was there.
The Town Clerk asked what sort of things the Youth Council could be doing; the
Chairman was not entirely sure so the Town Clerk suggested that the Youth
Worker he had been talking to could also be invited to attend the next meeting to
discuss ideas.
The Town Clerk said that if the Youth Council were looking to engage other
charities, it might be an idea to invite the Chairman of the Newark CVS to come
to a meeting and get their thoughts.
The Chairman agreed to attend such a meeting with the Town Clerk; the Town
Clerk agreed to set this up.

YC27/13/14

Funding/Budget
The Town Clerk confirmed the budget figure was £2,000.
The Chairman asked if it would be possible to carry some of the budget over to
the next financial year, as was suggested at the last meeting.
The Town Clerk explained that this could be permitted but the Youth Council
would need to explain and give reasons as to why this was required.
There was a discussion about allocating some of the budget to helping some
charities. AM pointed out that care should be taken if supporting charities so that
one charity does not feel ‘left out’ if they are not given anything.
The Town Clerk explained the Town Council system of working with charities; he
then said that it might be a good idea for the Youth Council to come up with a
figure, tell the charities what the Youth Council was planning, and then ask for
‘bids’ from them. He also said that the Youth Council would need to know exactly
what it was they were looking for, if anything, from the charities, in return for
financial assistance.

YC28/13/14

Any Other Business
Mrs LM (NA) was asked what was happening with regard to publicising the group
in the Newark Advertiser.
Mrs LM explained that there had been a problem with some members of the
Youth Council from the Magnus C of E School not giving enough information to
her and also that the photographs have been dissolved into their computer
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system. She reported that she had spoken to Cllr Mrs GD, Cllr Miss RD, Cllr TR
MBE and the Town Clerk and had comments from them.
NB: There is no longer a problem with the images.
Mrs LM asked if it would be helpful for her to email some questions to those
members who have not given enough information to her yet, and also give a
deadline; this was welcomed and RK agreed to take responsibility for sorting this
out (to collate replies and circulate information to the Magnus C of E School
members of the Youth Council). It was also agreed to have another photo
session on Friday of next week, at 12.30 (13th December).
NB: The photos of the Magnus C of E School members of the Youth Council are
no-longer required as they have been found by NA.
SUSTRANS – MH mentioned that she had heard about a kind of ‘glow-in-thedark paint’ and wondered if this would be an option; the Town Clerk suggested
that this could be included in the Chairman’s next letter.
There was a general feeling that the Vice-Chairman should be more involved and
take a share of some of the responsibilities; RK said that she also thought the
same and would welcome the opportunity to be more involved.
The Chairman then started a discussion about non-attendance at meetings; there
were a couple of people who had not attended any meetings of the group, apart
from the first one.
A change of day was asked about, following the discussion on the nonattendance of meetings, and the Town Clerk explained that a Wednesday had
been chosen as Newark Town Council meetings are always held on a
Wednesday, so there would not be a cost to hold meetings of the Youth Council
on these occasions. If the meetings were to be moved, the Town Hall would
have to be kept open, staff would have to stay on etc. Therefore it was confirmed
that Wednesday was the only day of the week that the group could meet.
The Town Clerk informed the group about the Town Council policy, and the ‘six
month rule’ (if someone does not attend a meeting in six months, they are taken
off that Committee or group, and replaced).
After more discussion, it was agreed that the Youth Council would adopt such a
rule, from now on. All members of the Youth Council should attend meetings as
often as possible. If they do not attend any meetings in a six month period, they
will be replaced. This six month period would start as of this meeting.
The Town Clerk pointed out that there was still room for more members; after
another discussion it was agreed that both The Newark Academy and Magnus C
of E School would look to recruit two more members each. It was agreed that
they should be from school years 10 – 13.
TM then suggested that if the Youth Council was still looking for projects to
undertake, it would be a good idea to show some kind of presentation at school
assemblies, to let others know what the Youth Council is about.
The Chairman agreed to produce a standardised PowerPoint presentation which
would be suitable, and to email it to TM.
As there was no further business the meeting was then closed.

Meeting Closed:

6.05pm

Next Meeting:

Wednesday
2014

12th

February
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Agenda Item No:
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Committee Date: Wednesday 18th December 2013
FINANCE & POLICY COMMITTEE MINUTES

Minutes of the Finance & Policy Committee held on Wednesday, 4th December 2013 in the Council
Chamber, Town Hall.
Membership Present:

Councillor

K Clayton (in the Chair)

Councillors

P Baggaley (Ap)
M G Cope
Mrs G Dawn
L Goff
D Lloyd
D Payne
S Wallace
C Wetton

In attendance:

Councillors

Mrs I Brown, Mrs R Crowe, R Crowe

Apologies for Absence

Councillors

P Baggaley

Officers Present:

Town Clerk

Alan Mellor

Taking Notes:

Helen Crossland
There were no members of the public present.

Venue:

Council Chamber, Town Hall

FP33/13/14 Minutes
The Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 2nd October 2013 were AGREED as a
true and accurate record and signed by the Chairman.
FP34/13/14 Matters Arising
There were no Matters Arising.
FP35/13/14 Declarations of Interest
It was AGREED that any Declarations of Interest be taken as they arise on the
Agenda.
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FP36/13/14 Payment Schedules 6/14 & 7/14
A question was raised with regard to the appearance of Vouchers appertaining to the
use of the Mayor’s Allowance to support charity events. After discussion it was
acknowledged that what the Mayor decided to use the Allowance for was largely up to
him/her and did not require any further control or agreement from the Town Council.
The Town Clerk undertook to give Cllr M Cope the total value of the Mayor’s Allowance
used to support charity events.
Another question was asked on Voucher 688 – KG Enterprises, which was listed as
‘Consultancy’ and Members thought it should be taken from the Audit Budget. The
Town Clerk informed Members that budgetary provision for the Internal Audit function
is kept under the ‘Consultancy’ budget and the Audit budget within Central
Establishment cost centre is specifically for external audit costs.
Members then AGREED that payments in accordance with Payment Schedule 6/14 in
the sum of £190,615.21 (one hundred and ninety thousand, six hundred and fifteen
pounds 21p) and Payment Schedule 7/14 in the sum of £102,653.99 (one hundred and
two thousand, six hundred and fifty three pounds 99p), be NOTED.
FP37/13/14 Requests for Financial Aid
1.

St Mary Magdalene Parish Church –
There was some concern with regard to this application; earlier this year, a
specific grant was agreed for St Mary’s Church by this Committee, in order
to avoid receiving small applications such as this, several times a year.
The Town Clerk said that in his opinion, this occurrence was a ‘special’
occasion, and that was the reason it had been put on the Agenda.
The hire fee for this event would be £240; after further discussion it was
AGREED to grant free use of the Town Hall for a reception following the
installation of the Reverend Stephen Morris by the Bishop of Sherwood.
This is to be shown as a cost to the Grant Aid budget.

2.

Newark Community First Aid (NCFA).
Cllr L Goff declared a personal interest in this Agenda Item.
Cllr D Lloyd was concerned that this application could set a precedent; the
application was not in accord with the Financial Aid Policy, and there is
already a discounted rate in place for events such as these. Cllr D Lloyd
was also concerned that there are lots of charitable groups in Newark, and
they may also want to apply for this type of aid.
Cllr S Wallace supported this argument; if this request is to be granted, then
clear reasons for doing so must be given.
The Town Clerk pointed out that NCFA had not asked for a specific amount
of reduction in the room hire, the figures as outlined in the report were to
give Members an idea of the scale of grant aid that could be given in this
instance.
Cllr C Wetton pointed out that within the Policy and Guidelines there is a
statement that reads:
‘………………applicants of particular worthiness may be considered on
individual merit outside these criteria.’
This in effect meant that the application could be considered within the
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current policy.
Cllr D Payne asked if this was to be a ‘one off’ or an annual grant; the Town
Clerk said that if Members agreed to this request, it would need to be made
very clear to NCFA that this was for one year only.
After further discussion Cllr Mrs G Dawn proposed that the 50% reduction in
the hire charge be given to NCFA for the thirteen courses identified in the
report.
This was seconded by Cllr C Wetton and a vote was taken, the vote was
tied; the Chairman then exercised his second and casting vote to support
the recommendation which was thus AGREED.
Cllr M Cope requested that the next report that comes to this committee
regarding Requests for Financial Aid, it should reflect the remaining funds
available in the budget for the current financial year taking into account the
decision made. The Town Clerk advised that this would be done as a matter
of course but the hire reduction for the NCFA would be spread over two
financial years according to the dates of the hire.
FP38/13/14 Street Collection Licences
Members considered the following requests for Street Collection Licences 2014/2015:
a.

The Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal from 1st to 8th November 2014.

b.

Save the Children Fund on Saturday 5th July 2014.

c.

Newark and District Round Table on Saturday 13th December 2014.

d.

Beaumond House community Hospice on Saturday 27th September 2014.

Members AGREED to advise Newark and Sherwood District Council that the above
applications be allowed.
e.

Newark Rotary Clubs – Saturday 16th November 2013.

Members NOTED the decision taken under the Scheme of Delegation for this
application.
Control of ‘Chuggers’
Members AGREED that the Town Clerk should be asked to contact the District Council
as suggested by the Minister for Civil Society, Nick Hurd MP, to enter into a voluntary
agreement with PFRA to control the activities of these fundraisers within the District.
FP39/13/14 Financial Out Turn
Cllr M Cope queried where Vouchers 552 and 681 in the Payment Schedules were
shown as they did not seem to be included in the Cemetery R & R Fund figures. The
Town Clerk advised that the expenditure was included within the Capital Receipt
budget, as previously agreed, which was the account description which should have
been noted in the payment schedule.
Members RECEIVED and NOTED the financial out-turn report as at 31 October 2013.
FP40/13/14 External Audit Report 2012/2013
Members NOTED the satisfactory conclusion of the audit of the 2012/2013 financial
accounts.
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FP41/13/14 Appointments to Outside Bodies
Members considered the appointment of a replacement to serve on the Newark on
Trent Twinning Association, to serve up to June 2014; no appointment was made and
the position will therefore remain vacant.

Meeting Closed:

8.20pm

Next Meeting:

Wednesday 12th February 2014
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Committee Date: Wednesday 18th December 2013

Agenda Item No: 8

TOWN COUNCIL
SUBJECT:

APPOINTMENTS TO COMMITTEES

REPORT BY:

TOWN CLERK

1.

Recommendations

1.1

That Members;
(i) Note the resignation of Cllr C Wetton from the Planning & Regeneration
Committee.
(ii) Appoint a Vice-Chairman of the Environment & Leisure Committee for the
remainder of the Civic year to May 2014.

2.

Background

2.1

Cllr C Wetton has informed me that, due to work commitments, he wishes to resign
from membership of the Planning & Regeneration Committee.
The composition of this Committee, as approved by the Town Council at its meeting
held on 12th May 2013, includes four Members from the Conservative Group plus all
other Town Councillors who are not appointed to serve on the Planning Committee at
Newark & Sherwood District Council.
Whilst this is not in strict accordance with the approved composition of this Committee,
it would seem a pragmatic approach under the circumstances of Cllr C Wetton to
accept his resignation.

2.2

At the Annual Town Council meeting held on 12th May 2013 Cllr P Baggaley was
appointed to serve as Vice-Chairman of the Environment & Leisure Committee. This
appointment was made in error as he was not elected to serve on that Committee.
Now that the ‘six month’ rule on changing decisions has elapsed I invite Members to
appoint a Vice-Chairman for the Environment & Leisure Committee from the following
appointed membership:
Independent Group – Cllr T Bickley JP
Cllr Mrs I Brown
Cllr Miss R Dawn
Cllr L Goff
Conservative Group - Cllr M Cope
Cllr Mrs R Crowe
Cllr R Crowe
Cllr Mrs M Tribe
Labour –

Cllr D Jones ( Chairman)
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3.

Financial, Legal and Equality Issues

3.1

None.

Background Papers:

None.

Lead Officer:

Alan Mellor
Tel: 01636 684801
Email: alan.mellor@newark.gov.uk
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Agenda Item No:

9

Committee Date:

Wednesday 18th December 2013

TOWN COUNCIL
SUBJECT:

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO POLICY

REPORT BY:

TOWN CLERK

1.

Recommendations

1.1

Members are asked:
(i) Consider the proposed policy as outlined in the report and decide whether or not it
is appropriate to introduce and approve such a policy to control the use of
photography and videoing at Town Council events.
(ii) Consider the impact of the Local Audit and Accountability Bill on the conduct of
Town Council meetings with regard to the possibility of Council meetings being
filmed or recorded.

2.

Photography & Video Policy

2.1

At the last Full Council meeting a report was submitted concerning recommendations from
the Standards Committee following a complaint about Cllr L Goff. The recommendations
were accepted and a training session has now been held which was led by Mr R Dix, the
appointed Independent Person who supports and advises the Standards Committee.

2.2

A key issue in the training session was to explore with Cllr Goff the occasions when it is
appropriate to photograph and video Town Council events and when it is not.
It became clear during these discussions that the Town Council does not have any policies
regarding photography or videoing at Town Council events. Whilst there are in place some
guidelines concerning photography within the Town Hall in relation to the Museum and the
exhibits contained within in it, these do not cover other events which the Town Council
organises.
I undertook therefore to submit a report with some proposals for such a policy which can
then be appropriately policed and monitored in the future.
Such a policy should be applicable to anyone who attends an event staged by the Town
Council, not just Town Councillors, and at any location.

2.3

With modern technology and the easy availability of the internet and ‘social media’ like
Facebook, both photographs and videos can quickly be made available to the whole world.
This poses some challenges as organisations lose control over the distribution of such
images together with the quality and content of them. Whilst they may be used for the
purpose of promoting either or both the Town Council and Newark, I feel that it is a matter
for the Town Council to decide how it wishes to promote and publicise what it does, rather
than allow free and unfettered production of images.

2.4

I would suggest that as a general rule photography can be allowed at most Town Council
events if the purpose is for private use and will not, as a matter of course, be put onto the
internet or social media for wider public consumption. For example, taking a photograph of
a group of friends at a Civic event like Plough Sunday would seem to be entirely
reasonable and I don’t think any controls are necessary.
However when the recording of such events becomes a more general activity of the whole
event itself, I would suggest that this is not appropriate, as individuals who are attending
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may not wish to photographed by a stranger for some unknown purpose.
2.5

Therefore without wishing to introduce any complicated process or controls I would suggest
that all photography and videoing is permitted if it is clear that it is for personal private use.
Where such activity is of a more general nature to promote the Town Council or the event
then it should only be permitted with the prior permission of the Town Clerk. The purpose of
this procedure is to enable the Town Council to control what publicity material is put into the
public domain and to protect the privacy of individuals, particularly children, who may not
wish images to be made publically available without any prior knowledge or consent.

3.

Recording of Town Council Meetings

3.1

The Local Audit and Accountability Bill which is currently going through Parliament contains
provisions which will permit filming, photographing or making sound recordings of
proceedings at all meetings of the Town Council.

3.2

The Bill will enable Regulations to be issued to cover such things as :
(i) Allowing persons to make available to the public using any medium (including the
internet) of any proceedings filmed or recorded.
(ii) About the facilities to be made available by the Town Council to enable persons to
record meetings.
(iii) Steps to be taken by persons before recording
(iv) Circumstances when recording will not be allowed.

3.3

Whilst the provisions of this Bill have not yet been enacted and will require subsequent
Regulations to be issued, the Town Council may wish to give some thought as to what if
any steps should be taken in response to this new legislation. In particular the Town
Council may wish to consider what steps would be appropriate to ensure that any recording
of Town council meetings are not subsequently misrepresented if and when they are put
into the public domain by a person outside of any control of the Town Council.

4.

Financial, Legal and Equality Issues

4.1

Subject to the view taken the ‘Recording’ of Town Council meetings may require some
future investment in recording media by the Town Council to ensure that there is a true and
accurate record kept of all future meetings.

Background Papers:

Local Audit and Accountability Bill.

Lead Officer:

Alan Mellor
Tel: 01636 684801
Email: alan.mellor@newark.gov.uk
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Agenda Item No:

10

Committee Date: Wednesday 18th December 2014
TOWN COUNCIL

SUBJECT:

NEW ELECTORAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR NEWARK & SHERWOOD
DISTRICT COUNCIL

REPORT BY:

TOWN CLERK

1.

Recommendations

1.1

Members are asked to consider the recommendations of the Local Boundary Commission
to change the current ward arrangements and boundaries in Newark and submit any
comments or other proposals the Commission.

2.

Background

2.1

The Local Government Boundary Commission is currently undertaking a review of the
electoral arrangements for the District. The broad purposes are to decide on the number of
councillors together with the name, number and boundaries of the wards and divisions for
each local authority.
The review aims to achieve a position where the number of voters represented by each
Councillor is approximately the same.

2.2

Newark & Sherwood District Council submitted a proposal on the council size reducing the
number of Councillors by 8 to a new total of 38.
During the consultation on warding arrangements the District Council proposed a warding
pattern based on a council size of 39. The Boundary Commission are of the view that a
council size of 39 would not impact adversely on the governance arrangements of the
Council and they have therefore based their draft recommendations for Newark &
Sherwood on a council size of this size.

3.

Draft Proposals

3.1

The full draft recommendations can be found on the Boundary Commission website, the
proposals for Newark are set out in full below:

Newark
37 Newark is a market town to the east of the district. The town consists of one parish.
A separate parish, Balderton, lies to the south-east of the town and has grown to merge
with the outskirts of Newark. A number of developments are planned to the south of the
town.
38 The Council’s proposals for this area comprised a mixed warding pattern of one-,
two- and three-member wards. To the north of the town the Council proposed a twomember Bridge ward, which would have 9% fewer electors than the district average by
2019. We have largely adopted this ward as part of our draft recommendations, subject
to a small modification to the southern boundary. Rather than the boundary following
Beacon Hill Road we propose the boundary follows the county electoral division
boundary. This modification includes the roads north of Barnby Gate and west of Cross
Street in Bridge ward. This modification results in our proposed Bridge ward having 2%
fewer electors than the district average by 2019.

39

39 The Council proposed a two-member Castle ward for the west of the town and a
two-member Devon ward for the south. While these wards would have good levels of
electoral equality, with 3% fewer and equal to the average number of electors by 2019
respectively, the boundaries appeared arbitrary, particularly in the Cleveland Square
area. Consequently, we propose a number of modifications to the Council’s proposed
Castle and Devon wards. These changes would improve electoral equality, and
keeping the Hawtonville estate together will reflect communication links in the area and
local communities.
40 Our proposed Devon ward includes several streets that the Council included in its
proposed Castle ward. We have included all the roads between Hawton Road and
Devon Park in order to maintain the community links in that area. We have also
amended the northern boundary to run along Albert Street and London Road. This
provides a more easily identifiable boundary than that suggested by the Council and
provides for better levels of electoral equality. As a result of these changes we have
amended the allocation of members between the Castle and Devon wards. Our
proposals are for a one-member Castle and a three-member Devon ward. These wards
would have 1% more and 1% fewer electors than the district average by 2019,
respectively.
41 The Council proposed a three-member Beacon ward for the east of the town. We
have largely adopted this ward as part of our draft recommendations, subject to two
minor modifications to the northern and western boundaries. At the western edge of the
ward we have used the backs of houses on Lime Grove as a boundary, rather than the
middle of the road. We consider this boundary better reflects the community in the
area. To the north our boundary would follow the electoral division boundary rather than
the boundary with Bridge ward proposed by the Council (see paragraph 38).
42 We observed that to the far east of Beacon ward a development has been built
across the town boundary and that of Coddington parish. As a means of addressing
this defaced3 boundary, we propose that the houses currently included in Coddington
parish and bound by the A1 should be included in our Beacon ward. This results in a
parish ward for Coddington with 95 electors. We normally consider that a parish ward of
fewer than 100 electors is unviable. However, we consider that in this case the A1
presents a strong barrier and reflects the community in this part of the district.
43 As a result of these modifications, our proposed Beacon ward would have 5% fewer
electors than the district average by 2019. ‘
3.2

Maps of the current ward arrangements in Newark and the proposed new boundaries are
attached at Appendix 1 & 2.

3.3

As Members will see from the above, the proposal is to change the current ward
arrangements for Newark by reducing the number of wards from five to four; effectively
removing the current Magnus Ward and assimilating it into the remaining four wards
(Bridge, Beacon, Devon and Castle). These changes are summarised overleaf:
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Ward

3.3

Existing

Proposed

Existing

Proposed

District

District

Town

Town

Councillors

Councillors

Councillors

Councillors

Beacon

2

3

6

6

Bridge

2

2

3

4

Castle

2

1

3

2

Devon

1

3

3

6

Magnus

2

0

3

0

Total

9

9

18

18

Whilst these proposals will not change the number of Town Councillors or the number of
District Councillors representing the town, they do make significant changes to the current
Ward boundaries.
I would ask Members if they wish to make any representations to the Boundary
Commission on their proposals; the deadline for comments is 6th January 2014.

3.4

I understand that the District Council is due to consider the recommendations at its meeting
of the Full Council on Tuesday 17th December. Any agreed comments or proposals for the
arrangements in Newark may be of interest and inform the debate and consideration by the
Town Council. I will therefore table any decisions made at the meeting of the Town Council
in order that Members have the fullest possible information available to them.

4.

Financial, Legal and Equality Issues

4.1

None.

Background Papers:

Local Government Boundary Commission draft recommendations for
Newark & Sherwood District Council.

Lead Officer:

Alan Mellor
Tel: 01636 684801
Email: alan.mellor@newark.gov.uk
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