TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
WEDNESDAY 20TH JUNE 2018

Thursday 14th June 2018

Dear Councillors
You are summonsed to attend a meeting of the Town Council at 7.30pm on Wednesday 20th
June 2018 to be held in the Council Chamber at the Town Hall.
Yours sincerely

Mr Alan Mellor
Town Clerk
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Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on Wednesday 18th April 2018 in the Council
Chamber of the Town Hall.
Membership Present:

Town Mayor

Cllr Mrs Rita Crowe (in the Chair)

Councillors

Mrs C Barker-Powell
Mrs I Brown
M Cleasby
M G Cope
Cllr R A Crowe
Mrs G Dawn
P Duncan
Ms H Gent
K Girling
L Goff
S Haynes
D Hyde
D Jones
D Lloyd
T Roberts MBE
M Skinner
R Williams

Apologies received from:

Councillors

None

Town Council Staff:

Town Clerk

Alan Mellor

Mayor’s Officer

P Tomlinson

Mayor’s Chaplain

Rev D Pickersgill

Public:

There were three members of the public present.

Venue:

Council Chamber

Town Hall
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TC53/17/18

Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on Wednesday 14th February 2018
The Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on Wednesday 14th February 2018 were
AGREED as a true and accurate record, and signed by the Mayor.

TC54/17/18

Declarations of Interest
It was AGREED to accept any Members Declarations, if any arose, during the meeting; all
Declarations of Interest should already be contained within the Agenda reports.
The Mayor reminded Members that if the Town Council meeting was not finished by
8.00pm it would be adjourned to allow the Annual Town Meeting to take place at that time.
The Town Council meeting would then resume if necessary.

TC55/17/18

Because of the above the Mayor informed Members that Agenda Items 9 and 10 would be
taken before Agenda Item 8; this would make it easier for the movement of people out of
the Town Council meeting for the Exempt Item.
Minutes of the Planning Committee, Wednesday 28th February 2018
The Chairman, Cllr T Roberts MBE, presented the Minutes of the Meeting of the Planning
Committee held on Wednesday 28th February 2018.

TC56/17/18

Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee, Wednesday 7th March 2018
The Chairman, Cllr D Lloyd, presented the Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes
Committee held on Wednesday 7th March 2018.
FGP89/17/18 – Kiddey Stones
Cllr P Duncan updated Members; he reported that he had a meeting with the Museum
Curator, and the family of Robert Kiddey and that ‘things were progressing’ in the right
direction with a view to their placement.

TC57/17/18

Minutes of the Planning Committee, Wednesday 27th March 2018
The Chairman, Cllr T Roberts MBE, presented the Minutes of the Meeting of the Planning
Committee held on Wednesday 27th March 2018.

TC58/17/18

Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee, Wednesday 4th April 2018
The Chairman, Cllr D Lloyd, presented the Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes
Committee held on Wednesday 4th April 2018.

TC59/17/18

Town Mayor’s Announcements
The Town Mayor, Councillor Mrs Rita Crowe, had no Announcements.

TC60/17/18

Town Council Leader’s Announcements
The Town Council Leader, Cllr D Lloyd, had no Announcements.

TC61/17/18

Town Clerk’s Announcements
The Town Clerk, Mr Alan Mellor, had no Announcements.
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TC62/17/18

Motion to Exclude the Press & Public
Members AGREED that:
Under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (as extended by Section 100 of
the Local Government Act 1972) the press and public be excluded from the remainder of
the meeting on the grounds that the Committee’s remaining business involves the likely
disclosure of exempt information as defined in the Local Government (Access to
Information) (Variation) Order 2006, and the public interest in maintaining the exemption
outweighs the public interest in disclosing the information.
The Press and Public left the meeting.

TC63/17/18

Land Sales
Cllr D Lloyd went through the Agenda Report and the reasons for bringing it to the Full
Town Council.
Cllr M Cope seconded the proposals contained therein. He also pointed out that the name
of one of the sites was spelled incorrectly; this needed to be rectified.
Cllr Mrs G Dawn then spoke; she supported some of the recommendations, but not (i) the
potential sale of the Pine Close site for housing, or (ii) the potential sale of the Wheatsheaf
Avenue site for housing.
She objected very strongly to both; Pine Close was an ‘open space’ linking two areas of
houses.
Wheatsheaf Avenue was an ‘informal’ facility for children and it was used. She said her
biggest objection was that this was a further loss of valuable open space in the Bridge
Ward, yet again.
Cllr Mrs I Brown asked what sort of housing would be considered for the sites – would it be
social housing or council housing, for example.
Cllr D Lloyd said he was not able to answer the question; there were no specifics on the
tenure, design or size of any applications that may be made. Any decisions on those
would be subject to Outline Planning Permission. He said he recognised the open space
issue but felt that there were enough formalised play areas nearby.
Cllr Ms H Gent spoke with regard to Pine Close. She said that the trees in the area were
not particularly good and that children did not play there – it was very overgrown. She also
pointed out that originally it should have been a ‘through road’ and that this proposal would
be returning it to its original purpose.
Cllr P Duncan agreed that a lot of land was being given up for housing, but felt that this
was an absolute necessity as houses were desperately needed in Newark.
Members then CONSIDERED the Agenda Report and AGREED to the following
recommendations:
(i)

The sale of the Pine Close site for housing.

(ii)

The sale of the Wheatsheaf Avenue site for housing.

(iii)

The sale of the Hounsfield Close site for housing.

(iv)

In connection with (i) and (ii) above, the Town Clerk was instructed to obtain the
necessary professional assistance to prepare and submit planning applications
for a change of use to housing purposes.
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(v)

The sale of part of the Hounsfield Close site to the owner of 12 Hounsfield Close
for use as a private garden along with a covenant restricting its future use for this
purpose only.

(vi)

The transfer of the Town Councils’ former allotment land at Lincoln Road Playing
Fields to the District Council at no cost.

(vii)

The transfer of the District Councils’ land at Sparrow Lane to the Town Council at
no cost.

The meeting was then adjourned.

Meeting Closed:

7.55pm

Next Meeting:

Wednesday 20th June 2018

Following the Annual Town Meeting, the Full Town Council meeting resumed at 8.25pm.
TC64/17/18

Notice of Motion
Cllr K Girling moved the motion:
‘That this Council calls upon the Chief Constable and the Police and Crime
Commissioner of Nottinghamshire Police to expand upon their recent answer with regard to
the redirection of resources following the closure of Newark’s Custody Suite and the
increase in the police precept, in order to clarify their ‘increase in officers’ that Newark town
environs will experience.
This matter arises due to the evident reluctance to evidence actual policing in the
town and the upsurge in serious incidents and perpetual receipt of complaints of open
disregard of authority demonstrating the increase and unabated level of lawlessness in our
town which is unanswered.’
He said he was bringing this motion to the Council because of his despair at the way he felt
Newark was being sacrificed for the benefit of Nottingham and Mansfield in terms of
policing and crime prevention.
He said it was his understanding that Newark is now ‘importing’ criminals into the town
because it is an easy target, compared to other places; that, and being situated within easy
access from Nottingham via the A46, Doncaster and Sheffield via the A1 and Mansfield via
the A617 makes for rich pickings in Newark.
The closing of the custody suite, despite strong objection from this Council and our MP
were further indications that our interests are being ignored.
An interim report marked ‘officially sensitive – internal use only’, which was uncovered by
the Newark Advertiser following a Freedom of Information request said that Newark
received 14% of arrests within Nottinghamshire in 2016 and although the Newark Custody
Suite had fewer cells that the two remaining suites – the Bridewell in Nottingham, and
Mansfield, the report said that Newark had a higher utilisation rate than the other two
suites, 41% compared to 29% and 28% respectively.
This in itself indicates that Newark is being left to the behest of criminals and that cannot
be acceptable. In the same report, under ‘strength and weaknesses’ for mothballing
Newark Custody Suite, increased driving time for officers was mentioned and it also
discussed asking detainees to volunteer to attend another police station rather than
arresting them in Newark. The safety of officers was also considered as a weakness.
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There is a danger that the police will be less likely to arrest offenders because of the
additional strain that would be put on fellow officers left being in Newark – it would require
two police officers to escort an offender to other Custody Suites.
All this was being carried out for a potential saving of £264,000.
However, none of the staff manning the Newark Suite lost their jobs, and the estimated
cost of the overtime bill to fill the gap was £37,000 in addition to the extra 5,000 hours
officers and staff worked.
Cllr K Girling then said that before anyone started to blame all this on austerity measures,
he would like to put some of this into context; the Police force had over £1.9b in their
contingency and Nottinghamshire Police underspent by £2m last year. They received
£1.79m more from the Government this year than was anticipated so there is no
justification for putting the responsibility for this onto anyone else.
He also pointed out that there is a commitment to recruit 200 police officers for
Nottinghamshire but finding out how many extra officers that means for Newark is very
difficult to find out.
Recently there had been a shooting, not a mile from this Council building and a car was
also set on fire. Drug dealing is happening in clear view of the public – indeed addicts use
the telephone box just outside of this Chamber to call their dealers. This cannot be
acceptable and we, as a Town Council, should do all we can to highlight the lack of police
crime prevention in our town.
Cllr D Lloyd seconded the motion. He informed Members that he had attended the last
meeting of the Business Club and most of the questions raised were about crime in
general.
He thought that the Police & Crime Commissioner should establish a ‘panel’ to look at what
is going on in Newark; this could be bringing agencies together to look at the issues.
Cllr D Lloyd then raised the issue that CCTV was not being used for law enforcement –
why, when it could be. He felt that the police should consider making more use of it.
The continual erosion of services – the Magistrates Court, the Custody Suite, now the
Police Station.
Cllr D Lloyd described scenes he had witnessed in the Castle grounds recently – graffiti,
knives, broken bottles to name but a few. He said this was damaging the town economy
but the police are just asking everyone else to do more; the police are not above the law,
and we should be able to question them about their decisions and their performance.
Cllr D Lloyd asked what was the point in the Town Council investing in the town if the
police could not provide appropriate resources to deliver an acceptable service.
Cllr Mrs G Dawn then spoke. She reported that she had attended a Partnership Plus
meeting a few weeks ago. There was always a police officer present – it used to be
Inspector L Clarke but she does not attend any more, she sends another officer.
She said that there is a major drugs problem in Yorke Drive – Cllr Mrs G Dawn said that
you can see where the dealers are, how they are selling their wares, and where they are
hiding them. The police response is ‘our priority is to safeguard the children’.
Winthorpe Road has had its CCTV taken away (by N&S Homes) without any consultation.
Austerity cuts have impacted on the police’s ability to provide proper services, like all other
areas of public service.
Cllr D Jones said he did not recognise the description of the Town as put forward in the
motion to this meeting. He felt that Cllr K Girling was casting aspersions on the amount of
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money that the police have available; these questions should be put to the Police and
Crime Commissioner directly, not in a letter or motion.
Cllr D Jones said he would not support the motion but that he would contact the Police and
Crime Commissioner and ask him to come and talk to the Town Council.
Cllr Mrs I Brown talked about the Safer Neighbourhood Group she attended and said that
month after month the same questions are asked and the same responses are received
“we have not got the resources”.
Cllr Mrs I Brown reported that she had met with the MP (along with other Councillors) and
he had said he would try to get a meeting with Inspector Clarke; she would not meet with
them.
OAPs were being harassed and people were frightened to leave their houses.
Only Newark Town Council seem to have the time for the local community.
Cllr L Goff said he would support the motion.
Cllr M Cope said that it was the fundamental duty of the Government to protect its people
by way of the police force. The police force is absent in its duty to protect the people of this
town.
He pointed out that the police precept had gone up by 6% - there was a huge increase in
cash available; we are not getting value for money. More importantly we are not getting
the protection that is their fundamental duty.
Cllr K Girling responded to some of the points made.
With regard to the point about Inspector Clarke being ‘not available’ – he felt that this was
another indication that Councillors are not being taken seriously.
People will not report crime if they do not feel there will be any action.
Cllr K Girling said he was very disappointed with the comments made by Cllr D Jones and
pointed out that if Cllr D Jones attended some of the Safer Neighbourhood Meetings for
example, he would get a better idea of what the public think.
Cllr K Girling then asked for a Recorded Vote; this was taken and the motion below was
AGREED:
That this Council calls upon the Chief Constable and the Police and Crime Commissioner
of Nottinghamshire Police to expand upon their recent answer with regard to the redirection
of resources following the closure of Newark’s Custody Suite and the increase in the police
precept, in order to clarify their ‘increase in officers’ that Newark town environs will
experience.
This matter arises due to the evident reluctance to evidence actual policing in the town and
the upsurge in serious incidents and perpetual receipt of complaints of open disregard of
authority demonstrating the increase and unabated level of lawlessness in our town which
is unanswered.

Meeting Closed:

8.55pm

Next Meeting:

Wednesday 20th June 2018
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Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Town Council held on Sunday 13th May 2018 in the Ballroom
at the Town Hall.
Membership Present:

Town Mayor

Mrs R Crowe (in the Chair)

Councillors

Mrs C Barker-Powell
Mrs I Brown
M Cleasby
M G Cope
R A Crowe
Mrs G Dawn (A)
P Duncan
Ms H Gent
K Girling
L Goff
S Haynes
D Hyde
D Jones
D Lloyd
T Roberts MBE
M Skinner
R Williams

Apologies received from:
Town Council Staff:

Venue:

None
Town Clerk

Alan Mellor

Mayor’s Secretary/PA
to the Town Clerk

Helen Crossland

Ballroom

Town Hall

Prior to the commencement of the meeting prayers were said by Father Michael O’Donoghue.
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01/18/19

ELECTION OF TOWN MAYOR
It was proposed by Councillor R A Crowe, seconded by Councillor S Haynes, that
Councillor T Roberts MBE be elected Town Mayor for the Civic Year 2018/19.
There were no other nominations so a vote was held and it was RESOLVED that:
Councillor T Roberts MBE be elected Town Mayor for the Civic Year 2018/19.
The Town Mayor then read and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of the Office.

02/18/19

RETIRING TOWN MAYOR
The Town Mayor, Councillor T Roberts MBE, called on Councillor M G Cope to propose
a vote of thanks to the Retiring Town Mayor, Councillor Mrs R Crowe, for the Civic Year
2017/18, which was seconded by Councillor K Girling.
The Town Mayor then presented Councillor Mrs R Crowe with her Past Mayor’s Badge
and Councillor R A Crowe with his Consort Badge.
Councillor Mrs R Crowe was also presented with a bouquet of flowers.

03/18/19

TOWN MAYOR’S CHAPLAIN
The Town Mayor advised the Town Council of the appointment of Reverend David
Pickersgill as the Town Mayor’s Chaplain for the ensuing Civic Year.
The Town Mayor then thanked Father Michael O’Donoghue for attending and saying the
prayers on this occasion.

04/18/19

ELECTION OF DEPUTY TOWN MAYOR
The Town Mayor invited nominations for the position of Deputy Town Mayor for the Civic
Year 2018/19.
Councillor M Skinner proposed, seconded by Councillor P Duncan, that Councillor R
Williams be the Deputy Town Mayor.
There were no other nominations so a vote was held and it was RESOLVED that:
Councillor R Williams be elected Deputy Town Mayor for the Civic Year 2018/19.
The Deputy Town Mayor then read and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of the
Office.

05/18/19

APPOINTMENT OF LEADER OF COUNCIL/OPPOSITION SPOKESPERSON(S)
The Town Mayor advised the meeting that appointments to the following positions had
been submitted as follows:
Leader of the Council – Councillor D Lloyd
Deputy Leader of the Council – Councillor M G Cope
Opposition Leader – Councillor D Jones

06/18/19

APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEES
Councillor D Lloyd proposed and Councillor M G Cope seconded, that the Committee
composition for the Civic Year 2016/17 be as follows:
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Finance & General Purposes Committee
All Town Councillors
Planning Committee
10 Members: 7 Conservative Group, 1 Labour Group, 2 Independents
Following a show of hands the proposed composition of Committees was AGREED.

It was then AGREED that the membership of the Committees was as follows:

Finance & General Purpose Committee
All Town Councillors

Planning Committee
Conservative Group

Cllr Ms H Gent
Cllr S Haynes
Cllr D Hyde
Cllr D Lloyd
Cllr T Roberts MBE
Cllr M Skinner
Cllr R Williams

Labour Group

Cllr Mrs C Barker-Powell

There were three Un-aligned Independent Councillors who wished to sit on the Planning
Committee, so it was necessary for the Town Council to appoint two of the following
Councillors:
Cllr M Cleasby
Cllr Mrs G Dawn
Cllr L Goff
A vote was held with the following result:
Cllr M Cleasby – 13 votes
Cllr Mrs G Dawn – 12 votes
Cllr L Goff – 8 votes
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It was therefore AGREED that Cllr M Cleasby and Cllr Mrs G Dawn be appointed to the
Planning Committee.
07/18/19

APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMEN/VICE CHAIRMEN
The Town Mayor then called for nominations for Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of each
Committee.
Finance & General Purpose Committee
Councillor M G Cope proposed and Councillor Ms H Gent seconded the nomination of
Councillor D Lloyd as Chairman of the Finance & General Purpose Committee.
There were no other nominations and following a show of hands, this nomination was
AGREED.
Councillor D Lloyd proposed and Councillor Mrs R Crowe seconded the nomination of
Councillor M G Cope as the Vice-Chairman of the Finance & General Purpose
Committee.
There were no other nominations and following a show of hands, this nomination was
AGREED.
Planning Committee
Councillor M G Cope proposed and Councillor R Crowe seconded the nomination of
Councillor M Skinner as the Chairman of the Planning Committee.
There were no other nominations and following a show of hands, this nomination was
AGREED.
Councillor K Girling proposed and Councillor P Duncan seconded the nomination of
Councillor S Haynes as the Vice-Chairman of the Planning Committee.
There were no other nominations and following a show of hands, this nomination was
AGREED.

08/18/19

APPOINTMENT OF OPPOSITION COMMITTEE SPOKESPERSON(S)
Appointments to the following positions were NOTED as follows:
Finance & General Purposes Committee – Councillor D Jones
Planning Committee – Councillor Mrs C Barker-Powell

09/18/19

CLOSURE
The Town Mayor thanked Town Councillors and all those present for attending before
declaring the meeting closed.
The date of the next Annual Meeting of the Town Council was scheduled for
Sunday 12th May 2019.
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PLANNING COMMITTEE MINUTES
Minutes of the Planning Committee held on Wednesday 30th May 2018 in the Council Chamber, Town
Hall.
Membership Present:

Councillor

M Skinner (Chairman)

Councillor

S Haynes (Vice-Chairman)
Mrs C Barker-Powell (Ap)
M Cleasby
Mrs G Dawn
Ms H Gent
D Hyde (Ap)
D Lloyd
T Roberts MBE
R Williams

In Attendance

Town Clerk

Alan Mellor

Councillors

Mrs R Crowe, R A Crowe, P Duncan,
L Goff & K Girling

Apologies

Cllrs Mrs C Barker-Powell & D Hyde

Taking Minutes:

Planning
Administrator

Public:

There were 2 members of the public present.

Venue:

Council Chamber, Town Hall

Mrs J Hempsall

The Chairman welcomed Committee Members to the first Planning Meeting of this Civic year and his first
meeting as Chairman. He also thanked Cllr Roberts for his service as Chairman of the Planning
Committee over the last few years.
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PR1/18/19

Minutes
The Minutes of the last meeting held on Wednesday 2nd May 2018 were AGREED
and signed as a true and correct record.

PR2/18/19

Matters Arising
There were no matters arising.

PR3/18/19

Declarations of Interest
It was AGREED to accept Members declarations as and when they arose during
the meeting.

PR4/18/19

Outstanding Planning Applications
18/00817/FUL

40 Winthorpe Road, Newark
Re-submission of 5 new dwellings on existing site.
This application was originally considered by this Committee
on 30.8.17 when it was agreed to raise no objection.
However, since then additional new information has come
forward about the views of local residents who are opposed to
the development. Further, when it was first considered, the
local Ward Town Councillor wasn’t able to attend the meeting
to represent the views of the community.
With Members now being aware of these new factors, it was
decided to OBJECT to this application on the grounds that it
was over intensive for the site and not in keeping with the
surrounding streetscape and the local character of houses
nearby. Members also felt that there was insufficient car
parking provision for five new dwellings. It was also feared
that if this application was to be permitted, it would set a
precedent for other similar applications in the same area.
Cllr Mrs G Dawn left the meeting after this discussion.

18/00125/FULM

Newark Working Men’s Club, 13 Beacon Hill Road,
Newark
Proposed conversion of Hatton House (formerly Newark
Working Men’s Club), Beacon Hill Road, Newark, to form 8
apartments. Remainder of building to be demolished. To
include erection of 8 new cottages and associated access and
landscaping works.
Cllr D Lloyd expressed a Personal and Prejudicial Interest
and left the room for the discussion.
The Town Clerk informed Members that an application for this
site was considered in January 2018 and that Committee
Objected to it on the grounds that it was over intensive and
highway issues were also a concern.
The Committee felt that the access road remained too narrow
and that the application was still over intensive for the site.
It was decided to OBJECT to this application and confirm the
original reasons for the objection namely:
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Objection was raised on the grounds that the proposed
development was over intensive and the access/egress
onto Beacon Hill Road could cause further traffic
congestion on an already busy road.
Cllr D Lloyd returned to the meeting.
18/00683/FUL

9 The Paddocks, Newark
Part conversion of 9 The Paddocks to create an additional
Chalet Bungalow within the site.
It was decided to OBJECT to this application on the following
grounds:
Terms of Application
In the first instance, the title and purpose of the application is
queried. It is titled as an ‘additional chalet bungalow’ whilst
being wholly integrated into the current property. As such, it
would seem appropriate to apply policies pertinent to
additions and to new properties as both will be pertinent given
the seeming hybrid approach of the application.
Grounds for Objection
These are principally with regard to design and the impact on
the street scene and local character. The application chooses
to refer to local properties as ‘chalet bungalows’ which are
used as the description in the following narrative.
The proposal is contrary to Policy:
It is incongruous with the chalet bungalow form of all
properties facing no. 9 and does nothing to enhance the
street scene and distinctive local character. Given its corner
location, the design and massing, entirely detract from the
area and does not demonstrate ‘good design’ considerations.
The design statement supplied with the application seeks to
reason this away by referring to the different design of
properties 1 through to 7 – this cannot be justification for the
views of all other properties in The Paddocks which, by their
layout and clear visibility splays, are contiguous and relatively
uniform throughout.
The scale of the development is
overbearing given its corner location, one which I would
suggest is a ’gateway’ location to the road. The addition of
dormer windows and the large central columnar feature
entirely move away from any suggestion of a ‘chalet
bungalow’ design. The scale, layout and design are not in
keeping with the uniformity of appearance and spacing found
in the current elevations. In support of these objections the
following policies are submitted for the Committee to
consider:
National Planning Policy Framework
Section 7: Design
58. Developments will ‘establish a strong sense of place,
using streetscapes’ ‘respond to local character […] and the
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identity of local surroundings’.
60. ‘It is however, proper to seek to promote or reinforce local
distinctiveness’.
64. ‘Permission should be refused for development of poor
design that fails to take the opportunities available for
improving the character and quality of an area’.
Allocations & Development Management Development
Plan Document
Policy DM6 – Householder Development
2.
‘There is no adverse impact on the amenities of
neighbouring users including loss of privacy, light and [sic]
overbearing impact’.
6. ‘The proposal respects the character of the surrounding
area including its local distinctiveness’.
Householder
Document

Development

Supplementary

Planning

7.2 ‘Poorly designed and unsympathetic additions or
alterations that will detrimentally affect the appearance of a
property and potentially the wider street scene within which it
is located, are likely to be out of character with and so harmful
to local distinctiveness of an area and give rise to adverse
impacts on neighbour amenity’.
7.4 ‘The overall objective for any proposed addition to a
residential dwelling should be based around its successful
integration with the host dwelling and its surrounding area […]
a balanced visual relationship with the host dwelling and of
the surrounding area respected through the design,
proportions and detailing of the proposal’.
8.3 Side Additions: ‘where the density and layout of existing
development is generously spaced, or where there are
uniform gaps between buildings, the side additions should be
designed to respect this pattern of development’. ‘On corner
plots […] a side addition should be designed so that it would
not form an overly dominant feature or appear as out of
character with the street scene’.
8.6 First Floor Additions: should ‘not seek to introduce a
dominant feature, by virtue of its design, proportions and/or
detailing, which would be harmful to the appearance of the
host dwelling or the character of the surrounding area’ and
‘reflect the over-riding need for the proposal to be
successfully integrated with the host dwelling, with due
consideration given to the replicating of any external details
which contribute to the character of the existing dwelling
and/or surrounding area.
18/00772/LBC

22-24 Castle Gate, Newark
Internal alterations for fit out of apartments to second floor
including forming openings, adding stud walls, new doors and
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thermal insulation.
No Objection was raised to this application.
18/00827/FUL

9 Brewers Wharf, Newark
Householder application to erect a full height stud wall within
the garage at a depth 1500mm from the front door, to create a
store shed to the front and a garden room to the rear with
alterations to the doorways.
Concern was expressed regarding garages being converted
into living accommodation and therefore possibly causing
parking problems within the area. The Town Clerk was asked
to raise these concerns with the District Council.
It was decided that No Objection would be raised to this
application.

18/00849/OUT

Land at rear of 244 Beacon Hill Road, Newark
Outline application for 4 no. new town houses with garages,
new access road off Hutchinson Road.
No Objection was raised to this application provided that
some sensitivity would be used when constructing the
boundary to the front of this development.

18/00865/FUL

73 Beacon Hill Road, Newark
Application for the removal/variation of conditions 1-10
attached to planning application 17/00034/OUT for the
demolition of existing single storey house and garage, build
new access and 4 no. 4 bedroom two storey houses with
integral garages.
No Objection was raised to this application.

18/00867/FUL

Barnby Road Primary & Nursery School, John Gold
Avenue, Newark
Extension to school entrance.
Cllr T Roberts MBE declared a prejudicial interest in this
application and left the room for the discussion.
Cllr H Gent declared a Personal Interest in this application.
No Objection was raised to this application.

18/00868/HRN

Land adjacent to Newark R & M Cricket Club, Sports
Ground, Kelham Road, Newark
Removal of 36m of hedgerow in connection with development
of second cricket pitch.
All Members declared a Personal Interest in this application.
No Objection was raised to this application.

18/00897/FUL

Sir John Arderne Public House, 10 Market Place, Newark
Extend an existing external seating area on public footpath,
comprising in total 6 tables and 24 chairs.
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Cllrs Mrs R Crowe & P Duncan declared a prejudicial interest
and left the room for this discussion.
The Town Clerk informed Members that he didn’t feel this was
a Planning issue and that it should more properly be dealt
with as an Alcohol Licensing Application. He had raised his
concerns with Officers at the District Council but was awaiting
a reply from them.
It was felt that the anti-social behaviour associated with
people drinking outside these premises would increase
should this application be permitted, which would be
detrimental to the town centre environment and have a
harmful impact on the town centre retail and hospitality
economies.
It was decided to OBJECT to this application.
The Town Clerk was asked to write to NCC to get clarification
on the laws and policies regarding pavement areas and
seating.
18/00955/FUL

100 Eton Avenue, Newark
Householder application for removal of existing extension to
be replaced with conservatory.
No Objection was raised to this application.

18/00959/FUL

104 Lincoln Road, Newark
Householder application for removal of existing conservatory
and erection of single storey rear extension.
No Objection was raised to this application.

18/00963/FUL

19 Lawrence Street, Newark
Householder application for proposed part single, part two
storey rear extension.
No Objection was raised to this application.

18/01002/FUL

26 Bancroft Road, Newark
Householder application for erection of a single storey rear
and side extension.
Cllrs Mrs R Crowe & R A Crowe declared a personal and
prejudicial interest in this application and left the room for the
discussion.
No Objection was raised to this application.
Cllrs Mrs R Crowe & R A Crowe returned to the meeting.

PR5/18/19

Notice of NSDC Planning Decisions
The Committee NOTED the District Council Planning Decisions received since the
last meeting.
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PR6/18/19

Miscellaneous Applications
a.

Amended Applications
No Applications received.

b.

Nottinghamshire County Council Applications
No Applications received.

c.

Notification of Appeals
No Applications received.

Meeting Closed:

8.15pm

Next Meeting:

Wednesday 27th June, 2018
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Newark Town Council
Town Hall, Market Place, Newark, Nottinghamshire, NG24 1DU
Tel: 01636 680 333 ~ Fax: 01636 680 350
Email: post@newark.gov.uk ~ Website: www.newark.gov.uk

Agenda Item No:

5b

Committee Date: Wednesday 20th June 2018

FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE MINUTES
Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee held on Wednesday 13th June 2018 in the
Council Chamber, Town Hall.

MINUTES TO FOLLOW
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6

TOWN COUNCIL

SUBJECT:

REVENUE OUT TURN & FINAL ACCOUNTS 2017/18

REPORT BY:

TOWN CLERK

1.

Recommendations

1.1

Members to Note the Annual Internal Audit Report for 2017/18, which has been duly
signed by the Internal Auditor

1.2

Members are asked to; Approve the Town Council’s Annual Governance Statement as set
out in Section 1 of the attached Annual Return for the financial year ended 31st March
2018.
Once Agreed, the Annual Governance Statement must be signed by the Town Mayor and
Town Clerk, before the Accounting Statements are considered.

1.3 Members are asked to approve the Town Council’s financial statements as set out in
Section 2 of the attached Annual Return for the financial year ended 31st March 2018.
2.

Background

2.1

The external auditing arrangements for the 2017/18 financial accounts are similar to
previous years; the Town Council is required to complete an Annual Return which has to
be approved by the Full Town Council before the 30th June. It is then sent to the new
external auditor, ‘PFK Littlejohn’, who will undertake any necessary review and checks.

2.2

I submitted an out turn report to the last meeting of the Finance & General Purposes
Committee which showed the revenue expenditure position in the same format as the
Town Council’s estimates and which provided a basis for comparison. In overall terms the
out turn position was satisfactory with a relatively small over spend against the revised
estimate.
Both general and earmarked reserves have increased during the year; this supports the
medium term financial health of the Town Council, which remains in accordance with the
projected position.

3.

ANNUAL RETURN

3.1

The Annual Return must be approved no later than 30th June 2018 by the full Town
Council, hence its submission to this meeting. The completed form is attached at Appendix
A.

3.2

The first part of the form is the Annual Internal Audit Report. Mr Ken Goddard undertakes
the internal audit of the Town Councils financial systems and systems of internal controls &
checks based upon an audit plan which is agreed annually by the Town Council. Two
reports from the Internal Auditor have been submitted to the Finance & General Purposes
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Committee during the 2017/18 financial year on 4th January and 7th March 2018.
He is content that all the required Internal Control Objectives have been met and has
therefore certified this section of the form.
Members are asked to note the Annual Internal Audit.
3.3

Section 1 is an Annual Governance Statement containing nine statements which the Town
Council should consider, and, if in agreement, approve. From my perspective I am happy
to advise the Town Council that a ‘yes’ answer for all nine statements is appropriate. This
part of the Annual Return must be considered, approved and signed by the Town Mayor
and Town Clerk before the Accounting Statements are considered.

3.4

Section 2 is the Accounting Statements for the 2017/18 financial year.
I have certified that, as the Town Council’s Responsible Financial Officer, the accounting
statements in the Annual Return present fairly the financial position of the Town Council
and its income & expenditure.
Upon accepting the accounts this section requires counter signing by the Town Mayor.

3.5

Section 3 is the External Auditor’s report which will be completed when he has completed
the examination of the Annual Return and accompanying documentation.

3.6

To provide Members with some more detailed financial information in support of the figures
which I have included in Section 2 of the form, I have attached at Appendix B the summary
revenue account, which was tabled at the Finance & General Purposes Committee
together with a Balance Sheet as at 31st March 2018; this has been prepared in the same
format as for previous years’ accounts.

4.

Financial, Legal, Risk and Equality Issues

4.1

As required by the Audit Regulations.

Background Papers:

Final account working papers

Lead Officer:

Alan Mellor Tel: 01636 684801
Email alan.mellor@newark.gov.uk
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Appendix B

SUMMARY

Actual

Original
Estimate

Revised
Estimate

Actual

2016/17

2017/18

2017/18

2017/18

£

£

£

£

PAYROLL COSTS exc. PCs

454,875

604,000

620,000

607,942

NEWARK MARKET

92,892

-41,570

-77,100

-45,897

PARKS & PLAYING FIELDS

195,836

191,010

196,820

197,513

OTHER OPEN SPACES

-24,440

-21,180

-22,670

-22,927

SHERWOOD AVENUE AMENITIES

23,157

30,290

26,250

26,499

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPROVEMENT
SCHEMES

3,366

3,430

3,460

2,653

DEVOLVED SERVICES GRANT

-266,603

-240,240

-240,240

-239,915

CENTRAL ESTABLISHMENT

94,913

71,220

58,720

59,402

TOWN HALL

95,874

109,750

114,480

113,732

ENVIRONMENT

-27,202

-3,030

-1,950

-6,847

PUBLIC CONVENIENCES

109,589

107,730

118,810

126,847

LEISURE & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

172,426

176,880

177,360

177,601

0

10,000

0

PWLB LOANS
TOTAL NET EXPEDITURE

924,683

988,290

983,940

996,603

Precept

833,838

863,734

863,734

863,734

(Deficit)/Surplus

-90,845

-124,556

-120,206

-132,869

General Fund Balance b/fwd

634,585

534,258

543,740

543,740

General Fund Balance 31 March

543,740

409,702

423,534

410,871
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2016/17
£

13,815,873
2,923,424
1
36,751

NEWARK TOWN COUNCIL
BALANCE SHEET FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR
ENDED 31 MARCH 2018
2017/18
Fixed Assets
£
£
£
Land and
14,144,851
Buildings
Vehicles, Plant and 3,009,976
equipment
Non Operational
1
Assets
Community
536,751
Assets

16,776,049 Total Fixed

£

17,691,579

Assets

1,694
114,939
2,800,000
20,325

Current Assets
Stock and Work in
Progress
Debtors and
Prepayments
Short Term
Investments
2,936,958 Cash at Bank and
in Hand
Current
Liabilities
Creditors and
Receipts in
advance

-133,143

1,776
91,237
2,058,920
106,845

2,258,778

-96,186

-133,143
2,803,815 NET CURRENT

2,162,592

ASSETS

19,854,171
19,579,864 TOTAL ASSETS
less CURRENT
LIABILITIES

16,776,049

Represented by:
RESERVES
Capital Financing
Account

1,517,017
493,545

Capital Receipts

249,513

Section 106
Agreements

General &
Earmarked
Reserves

543,740 19,579,864 General Fund

17,691,579
962,560
629,614
159,547
410,871 19,854,171
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TOWN COUNCIL

SUBJECT:

DORIS BAINBRIDGE TRUST FUND FINAL ACCOUNTS 2017/18

REPORT BY:

TOWN CLERK

1.

Recommendations

1.1

Members are recommended to :-

(i) Approve the financial accounts for the 2017/18 financial year.
2.

Background

2.1

In 1996 the Town Council was bequeathed the sum of £56,018 from a lady by the name of Doris
Bainbridge, to be held in Trust and used for works at Newark Castle and its’ grounds.

2.2

It has been agreed that, acting in their capacity as Trustees, Members of the Town Council
should have regard to the best interests of the Charity as their paramount consideration, as
distinct from the wider interest of the Town Council. Further, that as the Trust specifically refers to
the Town Mayor and Town Councillors of Newark-on-Trent, the responsibility for making
decisions on the Trust and the application of Trust Funds should be retained by the Full Town
Council.

2.3

The Capital Sum became available to be spent, in accordance with the objectives of the Trust, on
1st February 2017.
At the meeting of the Full Town Council held on 22nd February 2017 it was agreed that £28,920
would be spent on the installation of Christmas Lights in trees located in the Castle Grounds. A
further £1,000 has been allocated to the Gatehouse project at the Castle, although this payment
has not yet been passed over to the District Council.
This leaves a balance uncommitted of the Capital Sum of £26,098. This is available to support
other projects at the Castle Grounds which support the purposes of the Trust

2.4

I would remind Members that at the meeting of the Town Council held on 24th February 2016,
approval was given to invest the capital sum with CCLA, in their Local Authority Property Fund
(Minute TC45/15/16 Refers).
This has resulted in Investment Income increasing significantly from previous years, but has
clearly been offset, to a certain extent, by the expenditure incurred as set out above, interest of
£1,571.14 has been achieved in the 2017/18 financial year.

3.

Annual Accounts

3.1

As a Trust the accounts should be shown separately from those of the Town Council; I have
attached at Appendix 1 the accounts for 2017/18.
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3.2

The revenue account shows expenditure of £1,571.14 representing the contribution to the cost of
the Sunday Band Concerts held in the Castle Grounds.

4.

Financial, Legal, Risk and Equality Issues

4.1

None.

Background Papers:

Doris Bainbridge Trust file.

Lead Officer:

Alan Mellor
Tel: 01636 684801
Email: alan.mellor@newark.gov.uk
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Appendix 1
Trust Funds - Doris Bainbridge Bequest Trust Fund
The Town Council is the sole managing trustee for the Doris Bainbridge Trust Fund.
The bequest of Mrs Doris Bainbridge (£56,018) was received in January 1998 and has been invested on
a long term basis. In accordance with the terms of the Bequest the capital must be held for 20 years
before it can be used to support the objectives of the Trust. This period expired on 31st January 2017.
During the 2017/18 financial year a sum of £28,920 was spent on the installation of Christmas Lights in
the trees located in the Castle Grounds.
The investment interest achieved can also be used for the benefit of the Castle and Grounds.
In the 2017/18 financial year the accrued interest was used to support the summer band concerts which
were held in the Castle Grounds.
Revenue Account
2016/17
£

2017/18
£
Income
Transfer from Reserve Fund
Interest

28,920.00
1,571.14

Total Income

30,491.14

2,427.18

Expenditure
Christmas Lights
Band Concerts

28,920.00
1,571.14

2,427.18

Total Expenditure

30,491.14

2,427.18

00.00

Balance Sheet
56,018.00

Assets
Investments

27,098.00

56,018.00

Total Assets

27,098.00

56,018.00

Represented By:
Reserve Funds
Capital Reserve

27,098.00

56,018.00

Total

27,098.00
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TOWN COUNCIL
SUBJECT:

QUESTION

REPORT BY:

TOWN CLERK

1.

Recommendations

1.1

That the Chairman of Finance & General Purposes Committee considers the Question
below that the Town Clerk has received in accordance with Standing Order 8(2), and
provides an oral or written reply to Cllr. M Skinner and all other Town Councillors.

2.

Background

2.1

Under Standing Order 8 Questions, the following question has been submitted to the
Chairman of Finance & General Purposes Committee:
Question to the Chairman of Finance & General Purposes Committee
Submitted by Cllr M Skinner on 14th June 2018
At the last meeting of the Planning Committee a debate took place concerning the
permissions given to town centre cafes, restaurants, bars and pubs to have outside
seating areas. It is clear that there are many premises which operate in this area
without any formal permission.
I am sure that the Town Council would support the view that, in general terms, the
development of outside seating areas enhances the town centre and makes it a more
attractive and vibrant place for both the local community and visitors.
However it is also clear that, at present, there is little control over such areas which can
cause some problems, particularly where appropriate security and safe methods of
operation are lacking or not in place at all.
I would therefore ask the Chairman of the Finance & General Purposes Committee if he
would instruct the Town Clerk to undertake the necessary investigative work to
ascertain what premises have been granted permission for street pavement licences at
present and also for other items of street furniture such as advertising ‘A Boards’.
Further that a report is submitted to a future meeting with this information.
This will then enable the Town Council to consider how it can shape the utilisation of
different open spaces across the town to ensure it continues to be a great place to shop
locally, but also an ideal location for people to meet to share food and drink, in safe and
secure outdoor spaces which can benefit the town centre economy.
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2.2

I would remind Members that written questions submitted under this Standing Order are
not a matter for debate. The Chairman of Finance & General Purposes Committee can
give a verbal answer at the meeting or a written answer which will be sent to all Town
Councillors.

3.

Financial, Legal, Equality and Risk Issues
None

Background Papers:

None

Lead Officer:

Alan Mellor
Tel: 01636 684801
Email: alan.mellor@newark.gov.uk
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